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was entirely due to careless workmanship, had happened at sea
the results might have been disastrous.
We were glad when we were at last able to see something
of the country. If the harbour of Luz is not beautiful, the road
from it into Las Palmas is still less so. It runs between the
sea and arid sandhills, and abounds in ruts and dust; as there
is also no street lighting, "the rates/' as S. remarked, "can
hardly be high,1' Half-way along this road there stand, for
no very obvious reason, the English Church and Club, also a
good hotel, the Santa Catalina, belonging to a steamship com-
pany ; otherwise it is bordered by poor and unattractive houses
of stucco, the inhabitants of which seem permanently seated at
the windows to watch the passers-by. Happily the distance
is traversed by means of trams, owned by a company with
English capital, which run frequently between the port and
the city and do the journey in twenty minutes.
Las Palmas itself is not unpicturesque.   Its main feature is a
stony river-bed, which runs down the centre of the city and is
spanned by various bridges; it was empty when we saw it, but
is no doubt at times, even in this waterless land, filled with a
raging, boiling current from the mountains.   In the principal
square, opposite the cathedral, is the museum, which contains
an admirable anthropological collection, concerned mostly with
relics of the Guanches.   When we were there the city was gay
with bunting and grand stands fora fiesta, in celebration of the
anniversary of the union of the islands with the crown of Castile;
a flying man, a carnival, and an outdoor cinema entertainment
were among the chief excitements.   At one of the hotels we
discussed politics with the waiter, who was a native of the
island.   He had been in England, but never in Spain; never-
theless, he seemed in touch with the situation in the ruling
country. * There would, he declared, be great changes in Spain
.in the next fifteen years.    The King did his best in difficult
circumstances, but anti-clerical feeling was too strong to allow
oi the continuation of the present state of things.   In Grand
Canary there was, he said, the same feeling as in Spain against
the constant exactions of the Church.  The women were still
devput, but yon might go into any village and talk against the
Ctofcfa and meet with sympathy from the men.   He himself
%as a socklkt, and as such " had no country; countries were

